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F a c e b o o k- W o m e n  a n d  L a w  in  s o u th e rn  A fr ic a-Z im b a b w e 

M a k in g  T h e  L a w  w o r k  fo r  W o m e n  a n d  G ir ls 
W o m e n  a n d  la w  in  S o u th e rn  A fr ic a  Z im b a b w e  s ta rte d  a s  tru s t a n d  a  lo c a l C h a p te r  o f  
a  s u b  re g io n a l n e tw o rk  in  1 9 8 9 . W L S A  is  n o w  re g is te re d  a n d  o p e ra te s  a s  P r iv a te  
v o lu n ta ry  O rg a n is a t io n  (P V O ) in  Z im b a b w e . T h e  n e tw o rk  m e m b e r c o u n tr ie s  in c lu d e  
B o ts w a n a , M o z a m b iq u e , S w a z ila n d  a n d  Z a m b ia . T h e  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  n e tw o rk  is  to  
c o n tr ib u te  to  s u s ta in e d  w e llb e in g  o f w o m e n  a n d  g ir l c h ild re n  th ro u g h  a c t io n-o r ie n te d  
re s e a rc h  in  th e  s o c ia l le g a l f ie ld  a n d  a d v o c a tin g  fo r  w o m e n `s  r ig h ts . W L S A  w o rk  
in c o rp o ra te s  a c t io n  in to  re s e a rc h  b y  q u e s tio n in g  a n d  c h a lle n g in g  th e  la w , in s t ig a t in g  
c a m p a ig n s  in  la w s , p o lic ie s  a n d  p la n s  o f a c t io n , e d u c a tin g  w o m e n  a n d  g ir ls  a b o u t 
th e ir  r ig h ts  p ro v id in g  le g a l a d v ic e  a n d  g e n d e r s e n s it iz in g  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  le a d e rs h ip 

V IS IO N  o f W L S A  Z im b a b w e 
A  s o c ie ty  w h e re  ju s t ic e  is  e q u ita b ly  a c c e s s e d  c la im e d  a n d  e n jo y e d  b y  w o m e n  a n d  
g ir ls  in  a ll s p h e re s  o f l ife . 

M IS S IO N  o f W L S A 
 W L S A  Z im b a b w e  is  to  o rg a n iz e ;  c o o rd in a te  a n d  s u p p o rt e v id e n c e  b a s e d  
in te rv e n tio n s  th a t p ro m o te s  a n d  p ro te c ts  w o m e n  a n d  g ir ls  r ig h ts  th ro u g h  le g a l a n d  
p o lic y  re fo rm s  a n d  c h a n g e s  to  d isc r im in a to ry  s o c io-c u ltu ra l a n d  e c o n o m ic  p ra c tic e s . 

W L S A  G O A L 
T o  c o n tr ib ute  to  g e n d e r e q u a lity  a n d  fu lf ilm e n t o f  w o m e n  a n d  g ir ls  r ig h ts   
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Introduction  
 

Based on the research carried ou t by WLSA on gender and climate change 
adaptation, which interrogated the global, regional and national climate change 
conventions and policies , built on a case study of Manicaland Province’s Makoni 
District of Zimbabwe, it is proposed that Agroecology should provide the framework 
for agriculture in Zimbabwe and provide the basis for understanding how the country 
should move toward climate resili ent agriculture which meets the needs of 
smallholder women farmers, other peasants, and farmers in general.  WLSA notes 
that the focus of climate smart agriculture which is promoted by most of the 
conventions that Zimbabwe is signatory to, and the country’ s national policies locks 
power in food and farming systems in industrial reasoning  which poses serious 
challenges  to agroecology and transitioning  to sustainable farming methods which 
address the plight of women smallholder farmers. This focus on industri al agriculture 
based on the thinking of climate smart agriculture creates pressures  between 
attempts  at convergence of food systems innovations from below, versus cooptation 
of grassroots language and practices by private and public actors who are 
committed, not to changing the logic of industrial agriculture , but instead to merely 
reducing  its harm.  

 

The paper is premised on the belief that across Zimbabwe, 80% of the rural 
population are women who constitute 61% of the farmers and form more than 70% 
of the labour force in the agriculture sector 1 and across the country, most of the local 
livelihoods and biodiversity environments are sustained by a variety of local food 
systems that are managed by women. Women smallholder producers and peasant 
farmers in general are connected to the local food syst ems and a much larger group 
are connected through working as millers, butchers, carpenters, bakers and local 
shopkeepers, all stay in ecosystems of utmost importance for people’s well -being 
and the renewal of nature. It is therefore critical that the agric ulture sector be guided 
by frameworks that support localised food systems that form the foundations of the 
majority of people’s incomes, nutrition, economies and culture; starting from 
household level, expanding to neighbourhoods, districts and national le vel. Policies 
should focus on addressing the concerns of women smallholder producers as, based 

                                                                 
1 http://www.fao.org/3/V9101E/v9101e01.htm  
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This paper is further informed by the flaws in Climate Smart Agriculture which is 
mainly focused on industrial agriculture, which has largely undermined small -scale 
agriculture but has failed to meet the growing demand for food. There is a global 
decline in crop yield and the world’s poor are facing  starvation. Due to its 
dependence on petroleum, industrial agriculture has raised questions on its 
ecological footprint, and the social, economic and environmental sustainability. The 
intensification of agriculture through use of high yielding crop variet ies fertilisation, 
putting in place irrigation facilities and applying pesticides. This impacts heavily on 
natural resources with severe health and environmental implications. Due to the 
absence of adequate ecological regulation mechanism, monocultures are  heavily 
dependent on pesticides. An estimated 540 species of arthropods have developed 
resistance to more than 1,000 types of pesticides which have been rendered useless 
to control such pests chemically (Alterieri, 2009). Climate Smart Agriculture often 
promote transgenic plants though there is vast evidence which prove that biotech 
crops worsen the challenges of conventional agriculture through promoting 
monoculture which undermine agroecology. Transgenic crop which are developed 
for pest control emphasize the use of a single control mechanism which, over time, 
fail to control insects, pathogens and weeds, making the crops likely to increase the 
use of pesticides as a result of accelerated evolution of super weeds and resistant 
insect pest strains. Industrial agriculture produces food for profit, this is one of the 
reasons why the world still has more than one billion hungry people because 
subsistence agriculture is being disrupted as land is taken for industrial agriculture 
which produces food that the majority of people cannot afford. 

 

Findings and Recommendations 
 

What is Agroecology 
Agroecology is the application of the science of ecology, the science of how nature 
works, to the study, design, and management of sustainable food systems; the 
integration of the diverse knowledge systems generated by food system 
practitioners that are promoting the transition to just and sovereign food systems 
(FAO, 2018). Agroecology incorporate comprehensive practices with a defined 
propositions and direction towards diversifying farms and farming landscapes, 
making use of ecologically based inputs and processes to replace industrial 
chemical based materials, waste reduction through closing material cycles, avoiding 
use of fossil-fuel energy by promoting use of biomass accumulation and renewable 
energy sources, maximising biodiversity protection and stimulating the interaction 
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agroecosystems, and assured, just liveliho ods. This ecosystem model, together with 
its flows, cycles, and mutual feedbacks and interactions, is essential to how 
diversified agroecosystems work (Gliessman et al., 2019). 

The WLSA study shows that some of the women farmers are finding it difficult to 
purchase seeds as they had been depending on hybrid seed varieties. Agroecology 
is based on the belief in food sovereignty which involves use of, and exchange of 
indigenous seed varieties. Using indigenous seeds reduces the costs of farming for 
small-scale producers. Making use of the local seed varieties implies that the costs 
associated with sourcing inputs from external markets are reduced. Most women 
small-scale producers make use of elements which are found around their farms and 
villages in farming preparation which is inexpensive. As per the Nyeleni Declaration, 
examples of agroecological production practices include intercropping, traditional 
fishing and mobile pastoralis m, integrating crops, trees, livestock and fish, manuring, 
composting, and developing local seeds and animal breeds. All these recommended 
practices are based on the “principles of building life in the soil, recycling nutrients, 
dynamic management of biodi versity and energy conversation at all scales” 
(Anderson et al., 2015:8) 

 

Rationale behind Agroecology  
Almost 92% of the rural population in Zimbabwe depends on agriculture and 
contributes 70% to the food consumed in the country. It is against this background 
that agroecology should be the basis for building strong local food systems rooted in 
local knowledge, culture, food production systems and consumption practices. Due 
to its emphasis on being holistic, ecosystem driven, agroecology promotes research 
and practices that are necessary to move the country’s food system towards climate 
change resilience, from the seed, and the soil , to the table, despite the constraints 
that keep all parts of the food system trapped in the centralized, industrial model of 
food production and consumption.  The practice and science of agroecology is more 
effective as a mechanism for change when it is implemented within a f ramework of 
food sovereignty. Agr oecology and food sovereignty are  centred on territorial and 
cultural integrity and i nvolves working together with farmers, scientists and 
researchers to promote farming which is in harmony with ecosystems.  

 

The majority of workers in the agriculture sector in Zimbabwe are women and 
agroecology gives a unique opportunity to meet the needs  of the current generation 
while meeting the needs of the next generation without margi nalising the needs of 
women small-scale producers. Agroecology is a people -centred approach that is  
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rooted in the protection of biodiversity , and is consistent with Agenda 2030. Women 
farmers, family farmers including smallholder farmers, indigenous groups, fisher 
folks, mountain farmers and pastoralists are at the heart of agroecology as it seeks 
to transform food and agriculture practices, dealing with the underlying problems 
and offers holistic and lasting solutions centred on “co-creation of knowledge, 
sharing innovations, including the combination of local, traditional, indigenous and 
practical knowledge with multi-disciplinary science. 1  Through bringing together 
valuable knowledge, capacities and experience of diverse actors including 
governments, research organisations, civil society and producer organisations, 
international institutions and the private  sector, agroecology acknowledges each 
player as having a unique and key role to play in promoting agroecology and 
contributing to a better world for all. Agr oecological approaches address  the root 
causes of hunger, poverty and inequality, therefore helping to transform food 
systems and build resilient livelihoods.  

The WLSA study shows that some of the women farmers are finding it difficult to 
purchase seeds as they had been depending on hybrid seed varieties. Agroecology 
is based on the belief in food sovereignty which involves use of, an d exchange of 
indigenous seed varieties. Using indigenous seeds reduces the costs of farming for 
small-scale producers. Making use of the local seed varieties implies that the costs 
associated with sourcing inputs from external markets are reduced. Most wo men 
small-scale producers make use of elements which are found around their farms and 
villages in farming preparation which is inexpensive. As per the Nyeleni Declaration, 
examples of agroecological production practices include intercropping, traditional 
fishing and mobile pastoralism, integrating crops, trees, livestock and fish, manuring, 
composting, and developing local seeds and animal breeds. All these recommended 
practices are based on the “principles of building life in the soil, recycling nutrients,  
dynamic management of biodiversity and energy conversation at all scales” 
(Anderson et al., 2015:8) 

Operationalising Agroecology  
For agroecology to be effective, it has to be supported by an enabling policy 
framework. With an enabling institutional framework supported by integrated 
policies, partnerships and investments across sectors, agroecology can contribute 
to Zimbabwe’s development objectives.  Agroecology is considered to be 
constructed on the principles of natural ecosystems. The principles ar e integrated, 
multifunctional, complement each  other based on the dynamic relationship between  

                                                                 
1 http://www.fao.org/3/I9021EN/i9021en.pdf  
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the living organisms and plant life. Below are the guiding principles which should 
inform agroecology policy making process: 

Principles of Agroecology Explanation 
Resource Recycling Use of local renewables is encouraged. Recycling and 

reducing losses of biomass and natural resources in 
terms of water and food; compost between the various 
levels of the food systems, including reducing the 
losses of genetic resources. As far as possible, 
possible cycles of nutrients and biomass should be 
closed. 

Soil Health Secure and promote the health of the soil and its 
functions so that plant growth can be improved, 
especially by managing organic matter and enhancing 
the soil’s biological activity. 

Reduce Input Eliminate and reduce dependency on purchased 
inputs. 

Animal Health Promote, support and ensure the welfare and health 
of animals. 

Biodiversity Protection Enhance and maintain the diversity of species, 
functional diversity and genetic resources and 
maintain biodiversity in the agroecosystem over time 
and space at the field, farm and landscape scales. 

Synergy Promote positive ecological interaction, synergy, 
integration, complementarity amongst the elements of 
agroecosystems like plants, animals, trees, soil and 
water. 

Co-creation of Knowledge Promote the building and co-creation of knowledge 
and horizontal sharing of knowledge which include the 
indigenous knowledge, scientific innovation, and 
building knowledge through learning exchanges, 
particularly farmer to farmer knowledge sharing. 

Economic Diversification Diversify on farming incomes by making sure that 
small-scale farmers are financially independent and 
there are beneficiation opportunities whilst at the 
same time allowing them to respond to the demands 
of consumers. 

Connectivity Enhance proximity and confidence between the 
producers and the consumers through promoting fair 
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Connectivity Enhance proximity and confidence between the 
producers and the consumers t hrough promoting fair 
and short distribution networks and by re -embedding 
food systems into the local economies.  

Participation Encourage greater participation and social 
organisation in decision making processes by food 
producers and consumers to support decentralised 
governance and local adaptive management of 
agricultural and food systems , particularly the 
participation of women, since, based on the WLSA 
study, the majority of women do not have decision 
making powers and only 35.6% of households are 
headed by women. 

Land and Natural 
Resource Governance  

Appreciate and support the needs and interests of 
women farmers, family farmers, smallholder and 
peasant food producers as sustainable managers and 
guardians of natural and genetic resources.  

Fairness Enhance dignified and robust livelihoods for all actors, 
with a focus on women, engaged in food systems, 
especially food producers, based on fair trade, fair 
employment and fair treatment of women small-scale 
producers’ intellectual property rights.  

Social values and diets Build food systems based on the culture, identi ty, 
tradition, social and gender equity of local 
communities that provide healthy, diversified, 
seasonally and culturally appropriate diets.  

Adopted from European Association for Agroecology (2019) 

The Food and Agriculture Organisation  (FAO1)’s Elements of 
Agroecology 
These elements can be used as an analytical tool to assist the country to 
operationalise agroecology. Through a process of identifying the critical elements of 
agroecological systems and the key considerations in developing an enabling 
environment for agroecology, the elements act  as a guide to policymakers, 
practitioners and stakeholders in p lanning, managing and evaluating  the 
agroecological implementation processes . 

                                                                 
1 http://www.fao.org/agroecology/knowledge/10 -elements/en/ 
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Diversity: From the WLSA research, the majority of the rural communities, at least 
91% depend on agriculture for their livelihoods, carrying out various farming activities 
and growing an assortment of plant varieties which include grain, leafy vegetables, 
tomatoes, butternuts and many others. To a larger extent, rural women have always 
been practicing agroecology. High ly diverse agroecological production systems like 
forestry, pastoralism, crop -livestock-aquaculture integration and polycultures all 
contribute to a range of production, socio -economic, nutrition and environmental 
benefits which should be supported by the government of Zimbabwe through 
enactment of policies which favour agroecology.  

Efficiency:  increased resource use efficiency is an emergent property of 
agroecological systems. Through optimisation of the use of natural resources such 
as soil, air, solar energy and water, agroecology utilises fewer external resources, 
reducing costs and negative environmental and social impacts.  

Resilience:  through prom oting ecological and socio -economic resilience, 
agroecological systems have a greater capacity to recover from disasters like 
droughts, floods or hurricanes, and to resist pest and disease attacks. Through 
diversification, producers are able to reduce thei r vulnerability if a single crop or 
commodity fails as what is happening already in the country’s rural areas. Small-
scale producers are growing a variety of crops which reduce  their dependence on 
external inputs  therefore increasing the  producers’ autonomy and reduces their 
vulnerability to economic risk.  

Human and Social Values : the strong emphasis that agroecology places on human 
and social values, like human dignity, equity, inclusio n, and justice, all contribute  to 
sustainable liveli hoods is important to address the plight of women. Women farmers 
and peasants are marginalised in control and ownership of natural resources 
including land, and dispossession of their land as a result of industrial agriculture 
which is supported by climate  smart agriculture results in loss of women’s human 
dignity and is unjust to the affected women. Agroecology puts the needs and 
aspirations of those who produce, distribute and consume food at the heart of food 
systems. Agroecology aims at addressing inequ alities through creating opportunities, 
not only to women, but to the youths as well.  

Responsible Governance : Transparency, accoun tability and inclusiveness at 
different scales is at the centre of agroecology . It is necessary to create an 
environment that supports producers to transform their systems. Good governance 
of land and natural resources is key to social justice and gender  equality, and it is 
critical in providing incentives for long term investments and sustainability.  
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Circular and Solidarity Econ omy: women small-scale producers depend on each 
other for support . Promoting agroecology and putting in place mechanism s that 
support agroecology become essential in order to meet the needs of the women 
small-scale producers as agroecology seeks to reconne ct producers and consumers 
through a circular and solidarity economy that prioritises local markets and support 
territorial development. Innovative markets that promote agro -ecological production 
assisting in responding to a growing demand for consumers of  healthier diets. 

 

Policy Shifts and Commitments  
It is our position that promoting agroecology through policy shifts and commitments  
is what will enable the country to achieve sustainable Food Sovereignty and Nutrition 
for everyone in a context of a changing climate.  Agroecology must be promoted and 
supported by every public policy and national commitment and initiative concerning 
agriculture, food security and nutrition. Therefore, we are advocating for 
agroecology in the frames outline below:  

Food Security and Nutrition P olicies, Obligations and Initiatives: recognising the 
close relationship between agriculture,  food security and nutrition, the indisputable 
role of agriculture in  enhancing good nutrition, particularly through diversifying of 
productions and diet and the necessity of alternative sustainable agriculture  solutions 
within a context of climate change. Agroecology is recommended as the best 
mechanism for ensuring nutrition  sensitive agriculture.  

 

Rural and Agriculture Development P olicies, Obligations and Initiatives: 
appreciating the need for alternative agricultural solutions that  promote decent and 
safe livelihoods for the expanding rural populations,  bolster the resilience and 
climate change adaptation of  rural livelihoods, and autonomy of women farmers in 
decision making and access to inputs, putting in place a strong basis for rural 
economies, in order to take care of the food needs of the whole population. 
Agroecology gives long lasting and a sustainable way out to rural employment, social, 
environmental and climate problems , for the present day and for the future.  

 

Climate Change Adaptation an d Mitigation Policies, Obligations and Initiatives:  
women farmers, and farmers in general should have support for climate adaptation 
through agroecological practices, strengthening farmers’ resilience through sharing 
of knowledge and experiences, and including aims of permanent reductions of 
greenhouse gas emissions in agriculture.  
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Food Security, Climate Change and Agriculture Governance Bodies: Zimbabwe 
must acknowledge the challenges of agriculture in the context of climate change and 
interrogate ways of coming up with the best possible solutions to resp ond to it. 
Agroecology is the only pathway to boost food production, addressing both the 
nutritional quality and quantity , reduce greenhouse gas emissions and enhance 
adaptation to the impacts of climate change , build resilience and the adaptive 
capacity of women smallholder farmers and the farming community as a whole.  

CONTACTS: 

Conclusion 
 

Women smallholder farmers are making tremendous contributions to food 
production in Zimbabwe but due to the patriarchal nature of society violations of 
women’s rights to access land and natural resources continue to have a bearing on 
their productive capacities. The majority of women smallholder producers in 
Zimbabwe do not own or control agricultural land, and continue to be marginalised 
in decision making processes. The support of climate smart agriculture which is 
focused on industrial agriculture, particularly when the country is experience extreme 
weather conditions and disaster due to climate change, has resulted in the 
impoverishment of women smallholder farmers.  Women are increasingly bearing the 
weight of producing food, and their contributions continue to be invisible, 
undervalued and not supported. Public debates over solutions to the current climate 
crisis and food crisis that is confronting the food and agri cultural systems often 
moved in directions that do not result in the needed changes. Without the 
contributions of the women s mallholder farmers, and groups working in the 
agriculture sector, such managerial approaches to climate solutions fail to examine 
the underlying drivers of the crisis and limit the possibilities of actions that should be 
adopted. It is against this background that we are pushing for the sup port and 
formulation of policies that are centred on promoting agroecology and food 
sovereignty, as a way of building the resilience of communities to climate change. 
This requires transparency, decentralisation, cooperation and knowledge sh aring in 
order to develop mutually reinforcing virtuous cycles where one part of the food 
system directly connects with others and this involves the embodying of our ideals as 
much as possible. 
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